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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Re: CC Docket No. 01-338 and WC Docket 04-313

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On December 7, 2004, Mike Reith of z-Tel, and I met with Commissioner Martin and
Dan Gonzalez, his Senior Legal Advisor, and later that day I spoke to Jessica Rosenworcel,
Commissioner Copps' Competition and Universal Service Legal Advisor. We gave
Commissioner Martin and Mr. Gonzalez the November 2, 2004, ex parte letter Z-Tel filed in
these dockets and called that ex parte to Ms. Rosenworcel's attention. We noted that Z-Tel has
laid off more than 20 percent of its work force in the last few months and has a new CEO. We
reiterated, as explained in our letter of November 2, that Z-Tel has continuing concerns about hot
cut processes. We also reiterated that Z-Tel will not be able to serve ten of thousands of its
existing residential customers if access to unbundled switching at cost-based rates is eliminated.

We emphasized that Z-Tel's ability to transition its customers to its own switches where
it has a high concentration of customers requires a long transition period preferably, three years

and the ability to acquire customers using undbundled switching during the transition. We also
noted that even in New York, where Z-Tel has begun the process of deploying a switch, Z-Tel
has not been able to obtain transport from central offices in Staten Island to the central office in
Manhattan where its switch will be located undermining the contention that CLECs are not
impaired without access to unbundled switching wherever they deploy a switch. Finally, we
noted that the Commission should clarify that, to the extent Z-Tel is forced to rely on resale, it
should be permitted to resell basic local service and offer its unique advanced features - and
should not be required to resell the BOCs' advanced features instead.

Sincerely,

/s/

Christopher J. Wright
Counsel to Z-Tel Communications, Inc.
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